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TOWARD A CONSTRUCTIVE | 


PEACE - 6 


A federal 


eure for 
anarchy 


by LEYTON RICHARDS 


The author is well known ag a 
pacifist and a speaker and writer 
on International affairs. He re- 
cently held the Wardenship of 
Woodbrooke Settlement, _ Bir- 
mingham., 

_ In this article he deals with that “build- 
ing-up of an active international order 
through the establishment cf functional 
organizations,” and ‘the estahlishment of 
a general and inclusive international] organ- 
ization” which the National Peace Council 
has incorporated in its outline of ‘The Con- 
ditions of a Constructive Peace.” 
~ The Setting up of such organizations, and 
the limiting of national sovereignties in 
order to render their work effective,” is 
called for in the NPC’s Petition for a Con- 
structive Peace. This is the sixth article in 


our series relating to the issues with which 
the Petition deals, 


VER since the dawn of 
human thought, philoso- 
phers have wrestled with 

the problem.of “the one and the 
many”; and the problem has a 
significance which is as practical 
as it is philosophic. Is there a 
common principle which makes 
a synthesis of the apparent con- 
flicts and contradictions with 
which the universe abounds? 


That is the philosophic problem; 
but the problem is not for philo- 
sophers only, and in particular it is 
the concern of the statesman and the 
political idealist as he faces the 
necessity of creating some form of 
international organization which shall 
conserve the essential freedom of the 
now -warring nations and yet com- 
bine them in a unity which shall 
cance] out the possibility of another 
war. 

The League of Nations essayed to 
solve this problem, but without 
success: for it left each member- 


State “sovereign in its own right” to | 


make war, build tariff walls, manipu- 
late its currency, pursue its own 
foreign policy, and control its own 
colonies {subject only in the case of 
ex-enemy territories to supervision by 
a Mandates Commission). That js to 
say, the problem of “the one and the 
many” was met by imposing a merely 
fictitious unity upon the variety of the 
several national units; and we there- 
fore have to ask whether the wit of 
man can devise an alternative which 
will sueceed where the League failed. 


* 


ME. Lowes Dickinson wrote a book 
during the last war under the 
title of “The European Anarchy”; 
and from cover to cover the book was 
a powerful indictment of the unregu- 
lated sovereignty which enabled each 
or any of the nations to resort to war 
for the purpose of achieving political 
ends. He pointed out that in any 
ordered society the sovereignty of the 
individual] in certain respects is 
necessarily qualified: and the same ig 
true of the various groups and asso- 
ciations, such as churches, industrial 
organizations, trades unions, and 
clubs of all kinds, within the general 
orbit of that wider association which 
we call the State. 
Any person or group may harbour 
a grievance against some 
person or group and may even feel 
that its “honour and vital interests” 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


other | 


“"PHE ordinary soldier knows little 
of the Nazi atrocities, is inclined 
to be sceptical of what he reads, and 
in any case his mind is so full of 
immediate things that he has hardly 
time to ponder on anything more 
than the day-to-day routine, into 
which the only Germans who fit are 
either the enemy across the lines or 
the pathetic civilian victims of the 
struggle. 

“These he cannot hate, and as he looks 
about him and settles down in Ger- 
many it is clear that he has made 
up his own mind on the problem 
which, apparently, is still bothering 
the supreme heads of the United 
Nations—the responsibility of the 
ordinary Germans for the acts of 
their leaders. 

“Rightly or wrongly, the average 
British or American soldier with 
whom I have spoken in the course 
of a fairly extensive canvass feels 
that there is little or no such re- 
sponsibility, and he is inclined to 
feel very sorry for the ordinary 


indeed, 


Mr. Cummings, of the News- 
Chronicle, says that a high official 
recently told him that it was probable 
that 5 million Germans would die of 
starvation. That shocked Mr. 
Cummings, who is not easily shock- 
able these days. 


And though it is probably true that 
in the abstract this possibility will 
not cause much consternation in this 
country, when the average British or 
American soldier comes into contact 
with the reality he will certainly react 
as a human being. Disciplined military 
occupation of a country where millions 
are starving will become impossible. 


A case for pity 


IN this page we print parts of the 
~ Manchester Guardian’s descrip- 
tion of the friendly attitude of the 
British soldier towards the German 
people. Two things determine it: the 
incredible devastation, and the be- 
haviour of the Germans themselves. 

“It is clear that our soldiers stumbling their 
way across the wastes of formerly prosperous 
towns and villages and meeting fellow human 
beings with their wives, children and pitiful 
homely possessions saved from the devastation 


have in their hearts nothing but human pity 
for them. 


“Are these helpless people guilty in the 
meaning of the sonorous and righteous phrases 
beloved by statesmen? Yes and no. They are 
guilty of the feebleness and weakness of human 
nature, especially when it acts as a herd. They 
are guilty, as we are guilty, of putting their 
trust in princes who care little for the condi- 
tion of the ordinary man and less than nothing 
for moral truths. They are guilty of a naive 
faith in the possibility of making a prosperous 
world through nationalism, the assertion of 
force, hero-worship, preferring Caesar to God. 


“But they are not guilty of personally 
chosen, crafty and dark designs to murder their 
neighbours, to lord it over their fellow human 
beings, to destroy the beauty and order of God’s 
creation. They are no more guilty of such 
criminal designs than we are. Weakness, folly, 
ignorance, a failure to live up to spiritual and 
moral principles, these are the sins of men in 
the herd today wherever they be. And their 
proper cure is certainly not any intention on 
the part of the victors to deny them the 
material conditions within which they can rise 
a little out of the despair of defeat and 
frustration,” 


Those are the words of the Catholic 
Herald (Mar. 16). I would make 
them my own. 


“, .. feeding the graves” - 


TT is no use now to lament the past 
“the fearful policy of unlimited 
‘destruction to which we have been 
committed. The question is whether 
the statesmen can rise to the moral 
‘level of the common soldier. If they 
‘can pursue policies of common 


WHAT THE SOLD 
OF THE GERMANS 


THE FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS FROM A DISPATCH 
FROM DAVID WOJUDWARD, MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 
WAR CORRESPONDENT, PUBLISHED ON MARCH 12: 


German who he again, rightly or 
wrongly, regards very nearly as 
much a victim of war as he himself, 
his family, and his friends... 


“SCENES OF DEVASTATION 


“First and foremost, apart from the 
behaviour of the Germans them- 
selves, the chief factor determining 
the attitude of our troops has been 
the sight of the bomb-damage done 
to the German towns varying in size 
from Cologne, through Krefeld, 
Miinchen-Gladbach, Aachen, down 
to the comparatively small places 
like Cleve, Udem, and Calcar .. . 

“Hundreds of war cofrespondents, 
including your own, have tried to 
describe the horrors of these Ger- 
man towns, and I think all have 
failed. Everybody in England has 
seen bomb-damage, has seen whole 
blocks completely destroyed; what 
they have never seen is an entire 
city the size of Manchester looking 
like one or two, of the worst- 
damaged blocks they have ever seen 
or seen pictured.” 


WILL STATESMEN SHOW 
EQUAL HUMANITY? 


HEN the Secretary for War tells the House of Commons 
that “he would fail in his duty” if he did not impress upon 
them the magnitude of the problem of supplying the needs 
of Europe, we may conclude that the situation is becoming grim 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


humanity towards Germany, the past 
will lose much of its power to poison 
the future, 

But no indication of a policy of 
generosity or humanity has come from 
Mr. Churchill. He is still engrossed 
in his stupendous “war-zame,” 
apparently without giving a thought 
to the alleviation of the desperate 
human misery it causes. 


The War Resisters’ International 
has sent me the letter of a French 
correspondent, He encloses an article 
from Combat which he entirely en- 
dorses This article, without bitter- 
ness, shows how vastly the suffer- 
ing of the French people is increased 
by the tremendous demands made by 
the Allied armies on the pitifully 
inadequate French transport. The 
correspondent of the W.R.I, adds on 
his own account: 

“The trouble is this: that all the means of 
transporting fuel and foodstuffs have been 
taken from us. And the remedy is this: that 
our means ‘of transport should serve the life of 
the people, as is normal... A few days ago a 
little girl of 28 months died in the house where 
I live—cold and privation. At the cemetery af 
saw a queue of hearses. Lack of understanding 
is feeding the graves.” 

If this is the effect of our war- 
policy upon our Allies, what is it 
likely to be on the Germans? 


Danger of delay 


I DO not doubt that sooner or later 
the British and US governments 
will behave decently to the Germans. 
They have not the kind of discipline 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
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IERS THINK 


THE FOOD CRISIS 
‘Fair shares’ 
must go to 
Europe too 


PTHE whole question of how Britain 
“and America are to share ayail- 
able food and shipping among them- 
selves, and with liberated countries, is 
in the politica] melting-pot again. 

That much is clear from the News 
Chronicle’s report on Tuesday that 
“Mr. Churchill has personally inter- 
vened with President Roosevelt about 
food supplies, telling him that further 
tightening: of Britain’s belt may cause 
widespread malnutrition.” 


Nevertheless, there remains a 
growing feeling in Britain that we 
are not doing all we can te extend 
the domestic principle of “fair shares” 
to our food supplies to parts of 
Europe where not merely malnutrition 
but actual starvation and death has 
followed “liberation.” This feeling is 
put strongly in an appeal issued last 
Friday by the executive committee of 
the British Council of Churches, 
which concludes with these words: 

“We believe that in these circumstances 

British people should forgo imprevement in 

the present rationing of food and clothing 
and should be willing to accept even more 
stringent standards if thereby necessary com- 
modities may he made available for Contin- 
ental relief, and shipping now bringing sup- 


pHes to our shores may be released for ser- 
vice to Continental ports. 


“We therefore appeal to the members of 
the Churches represented on the British 
Council of Churches and beyond them to all 
men of good will to regard this as a matter 
of personal responsibility and to make known 
to H.M. Government, throngh their local 
Member of Parliament or otherwise, their 
readiness to accept such restrictions as may 
contribute to the speedier relief of the suffer- 
ings of the liberated peoples.” 

The Public Action Secretary of the 
PPU makes an urgent appeal to all 
members to make this appeal known 
as widely as possible before next 
week’s Parliamentary debate on 
UNRRA’s functions in Europe, when 
the matter is certain to be discussed. 


Reports published last week-end 
which referred vaguely to “hundreds 
of millions of pounds of food” sent to 
Europe from Britain’s stocks are 
#£xamined in detail on page 3, col. 2. 


Next weel: 
Peace|News will be 
published one day 


earlier 


Supplies will be dispatched to. 
distributors on Wednesday in- 
stead of Thursday. 


* 
Classified advertisements 


for next week’s issue (dated 
Mar. 30) must he received not 
later than FIRST POST on 
MONDAY NEXT (Mar. 26). 


* EJ s 


FOR THE FOLLOWING 
WEEK’S ISSJsE (APR. 6)— 
which will be published at the 
normal time—Easter printing 
arrangements make it necessary 
for us to receive advertisements 
not later than LAST POST on 
THURSDAY NEXT, Mar. 29. 


LADY friend of ours had a bright idea. 

Unfortunately we can't tell you what it 
was. We don't know ourselves. But it was so 
bright that it won a New Statesman competi- 
tion, and the prize-money has heen divided 
hetween Headquarters Fund and food for 
France. 


It seems a far cry back to New Year now; 
but this bright idea began with a New Year 
resolution. Our good friend made it. Only one, 
this year: hut we think it a good one, and it 
certainly is a novel one. We commend it to 
other readers of Peace News. It was this—a 
resolve, operative throughout 1945, to divide 
amongst good causes any prizes won in New 
Statesman competitions! 


Though modestly disclaiming any expectation 
of success, we have the impression that our 
' friend intends to go steadily through the year 
| winning New Statesman competitions. At all 


A GOOD RESOLUTION 


events she has made a good start by gaining a 
prize at the first attempt; and we anticipate, 
or at least hope, that her future efforts will 
meet with like success. 


Will other readers of Peace News kindly 
cultivate the good hahit of winning prizes in 
competitions, preferably not those which our 
New Statesman champion has marked for her 
own victories, and coupled of course with the 
good resolution to send part of the proceeds to 
Headquarters Fund? 


MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 


Joint Treasurers 


Contributions to H.Q. Fund since Mar. 9: 
£7 23. 6d. Year's total to date: £112 12s. 3d. 
Donations to the Fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


2 March 23, 1945 


PEACE 


NEWS. 


3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Stamford Hill 2262 


All correspondence on other than editorial matters . 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Some conditions of Full 
Employment. 


ULL Employment is now accepted 

by all the parties as the future 
policy of all British governments. Yet 
it is a revolutionary novelty. Nothing 
remotely resembling it has been at- 
tempted before as a deliberate policy 
in time of peace. True, Full Employ- 
ment happens, as it is happening now: 
in time of war and because of war. 
Thus it is easy now for people to say 
to themselves: Why not in peace-time 
also? And since members of Parlia- 
ment as a whole, are no more and no 
less intellectually honest than their 
fellow-citizens, it is easy for them 
likewise to say “Why not?” To pro- 
long the actual war-time unity of 
political purpose and industrial or- 
ganization into the context of peace 
Seems as easy as it is popular. 


Yet, all at the same time, the poli- 
ticians and the citizens they represent 
are preparing thefnselves, mentally 
and practically (as far as they can), 
with unrestrained eagerness, for a 
condition of peace that is the direct 
opposite of the war-time condition. 
The parties are preparing to oppose 
one another vehemently; the private 
citizens to become masters of their 
own houses and their own lives once 
more. That, they think, is natural: 
as indeed it is. It is much more 
natural than Full Employment. 


* 


There’s the snag. Full Employment, 
in spite of Sir William Beveridge and 
the White Paper, is still an abstract 
phrase for the vast majority of people. 
It may be said that there’s nothing 
abstract about everybody having a 
job. Everybody has one now, But the 
conditions which make it possible for 
everybody now to have a job are, in 
the main, precisely those war restric- 
tions of which everybody wants to be 
rid. And in consequence it is very 
possible that the policy of everybody 
in general having a job may be popu- 
lar and generally accepted, while no- 
body in particular is willing to pay 
the price of it, No condition of the 
political consciousness of a democracy. 
could be more dangerous than this: it 


is the happy hunting-ground for 
demagogues. 


A timely article in The Christian 
News-Letter (Mar. 7) lays just em- 
phasis on “the terrific difficulties” of 
the practical working of the. policy, 
which “is not a specific discovery like 
penicillin, which has only to be 
applied for the cure to follow.” 


“Rather, it is a strategic plan, of which the 
general soundness is now agreed. But about 
the particular tactics required for its success a 
whole series of most difficult decisions will have 
to be taken from time to time about which 
there are, and no doubt always will be, wide 
differences of opinion among men of good will. 
And apart from these questions of ways and 
means, the strategy itself is an extremely com- 
plicated one which has never been tried before 


| RENCUNCE WAR ANDI WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ( 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


?.P.U, HEADQUARTERS ig 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St... WCl 


WAR COMMENTARY 


For Anarchism 


Fortnightly 2d. (postage 1d.) 
is publishing full reports of the 
trial of the 4 London Anarchists 
who have been charged with 
attempting to cause disaffection. 


The 


National Press has so 
far reported one-sided accounts 
of the case. If you want to 
learn the full story be sure to 
get a copy of WAR COM- 
MENTARY. 

(Subscription rates 1s. 6d. for 

3 months, post free) 


FREEDOM PRESS, 
27-Red Lion Street, W.C.1. 


in any society that is determined to have free- 
dom and preserve its democratic traditions as 
well as be fully employed.” 

Nor can it be made effective by the 
Government alone. It demands con- 
scious and willing collaboration from 
employers, workers, the citizen, and 
the local authorities—all of whom are 


-Yequired willingly to forgo something 


of their peculiar interests. Besides 
this, it demands the same degree of 
collaboration from other “sovereign” 
nations. They too have to forgo some- 
thing of their peculiar interests. 

To take the domestic conditions 
alone. Roughly speaking, they mean 
that the people of this country, in 
their various private and economic 
capacities, have to accept, voluntarily 
and with understanding, the kind of 
control that is enforced in Russia. 
Within fairly narrow limits every 
major expenditure will have to be 
regulated with a view to the good of 
the whole. The employer will have to 
sacrifice much of the freedom associ- 
ated with private enterprise: the local 
authority much of that associated 
with self-government: the worker 
much of that associated with Trade 
Unionism. “The whole policy will be 
frustrated unless wage-increases are 
related only to increased output per 
head and the employers look to larger 
output rather than higher prices for 
their reward.” And business will have 
to accept the guidance of the Govern- 
ment as to its location; while labour 
will likewise have to accept the neces- 
sity of mobility—change of place of 


work and change from trade to trade. 


That is quite enough to show that 
what is required is a new democracy, 
fully responsible at a much higher 
level of consciousness than has been 
required of a democracy before. Can 
British democracy make the grade? 
It will not do so unless there is a 


From Insurance Socialism 


to Nationa 
- WILFRED 


| Socialism 
WELLOCK 


in this article brings to an end his series on 


“True and Fa 


HE state of the world today 
is the complete justification 
of William Morris and his 

school of socialist thought. The 
orthddox socialism of our time 
leads by a direct road to National 
Socialism. It still uses the lan- 
guage of freedoms and rights it 
has forsaken and continues to 
sacrifice, daily, on the altar of a 
will-o’-the-wisp called economic 
security or an insured standard 
of living, 


It used to be possible for socialists 
to defend their faith on the ground 
that its chief aims were cultural and 
spiritual, the production of a finer 
social type than the successful busi- 
ness man who, in the days of my 
youth was held up by the churches as 
the special favourite and the finest 
product of a Divine Providence. In 
those days we proclaimed _ that 
socialism was a spiritual movement, 
the instrument which was to restore 
to the worker freedom and joy in his 
labour, also the satisfaction of ren- 
dering a social service and of achiev- 
ing community and brotherhood, by 
his labour. I can testify to the fact 
that such advocacy won more converts 
to socialism than any purely bread- 
and-butter politics has done since. 


=~ 7-“" The new trend 


To that section of the socialist 
movement, the general trend of 
socialist advocacy in more recent 
years has brought increasing dis- 
appointment, pain, and despair. The 
placing of more and more emphasis 
on material factors, has gradually 
produced a purely materialistic out- 
look, and caused the growing demand 
for economic security-to be converted 
into a political policy, and finally to 
become the keystone of Labour Party 
politics. 

The socialist with a spiritual ou 
look had, of course, no objection to 
economic security; indeed he wanted 
‘it as much as anyone, but what 


LETTERS 


tremendous effort of disinterested 
education. 
No peace from Yalta “Ad 


The peace movement has a great opportunity 
through the Yalta decisions. It may well be 
that the House of Commons had no choice. To 
alter the deeds done by the Three Dictators in 
the Crimea would have meant a breach with 
Russia. The war-mongers could not face that. 
But peace-makers should be under no illusions 
and are free from any responsibility to back 
up Churchill's unprincipled diplomacy. 

What the high Tories say of the flagrant 
flouting of the Atlantic Charter and the deep 
dishonour of the deal with Stalin we can say 
also. And there are multitudes who will see 
the justice of it. We can do what the Tories 
cannot do, We can declare our faith in a way 
to peace for other than the shameless unprin- 
cipled robbery of Yalta. There will be no peace 
to last unless all the helligerents meet openly 
to make open covenants aa those who have 
shared a common guilt and a common repent- 
ance and are willing to tread thé hard path 
together which leads 
brotherhood and peace. 


(Rev.) RICHARD LEE 


to a new world of 


Coventry. 


“Wilson” again 


Having seen the film “Wilson” I would like 
to add my voice to Corder Catchpool’s in praise 
of it, and to express the hope that pacifists will 
go to see it—if only to ery Hear, hear” at one 


or two points. 
ROGER PAGE 
5 Lower Camden, Chislehurst, Kent. 


Overpopulation and war 


With_reference to Dr. O. P. Clark's letter in 
Peace News of Mar. 2, his doctrine might 
reasonably be put férward by Norway or 
Sweden, but would surely represent the limit 
of hypocrisy coming from Great Sritain, 
Russia, the USA, France, or Holland. Are not 
the “reat Powers precisely those which have 
most vigorously seized fresh territories and 
acquired spheres of influence for their growing 
populations and expanding trade—so that, for 
example, about 70 million whites from Britain 
control a quarter of the globe? Dr. Clark's 
doctrine justifies a purely dog-in-the-manger 
policy whereby a few faveured peoples control 
vast areas and resourees whilst other peoples 
no less intelligent, moral, hard-working or 
brave are condemned to a cramped and 
miserable existence. 


Equality of opportunity is as necessary 
between the peoples in the warld as between 
the individuals in the State, for otherwise 
racial equality is made meaningless by “‘White 
Australia” policies, Exclusion Acts and al] talk 
of democracy a mere irrelevance in face of the 
great issue between the “‘have-gots” and the 
“have-nots,” Surely Dr. Clark would not 
suggest that within the State the poor should 


be blamed for marrying and having children 
if their means are insufficient? On the con- 
trary our policy then is to increase their means 
by taking from the superfluities of the rich, 
i.e. by taxation—and the same should apply as 
between the peoples, 

Richard Whittaker’s book “Fear Came Over 
Europe” published about 1987 has some good 
remarks on this topic. It is available in most 
libraries. 

CHARLES E. MORTALONE 
London, N.W.3. 


“Bonus” on bombing 


There recently appeared in a Sunday news- 
paper (The People) a statement emanating 
from SHAEF denying that raids on Berlin and 
Dresden had been “terror” raids deliberately 
aimed at centres of population as such. The 
statement ended as follows: 

“The fact that the city (Dresden) was 
crowded with refugees at the time of the 
attack wae coincidental and took the form of 
a bonus.” 

The use of the word “bonus” in this context 
seems to me quite nauseating, suggesting as it 
does that the killing and maiming of a large 
number of old men, women, and children is 
regarded as a sort of extra thrown in for good 
measure after the main ‘“‘dividend” has been 
paid. By comparison with such an attitude of 
cynicism on the part of those in authority, the 
gratification which many people seem to feel 
at these raids appears a straightforward and 
easily understood SE BARNASCHONE 
28 Glenfalls Ave., Patcham, Brighton, Sussex. 


A practical venture 


Many pacifists must be wondering what is to 
be their lot in the ‘peace’? which may be only 
a matter of months. For various reasons the 
jobs they filled in peace-time will not he open 
to many of them, anésome had no jobs. 

In the early years of “‘peace’’ there will be 
many opportunities for service and some paci- 
fists are wondering whether we cannot demon- 
strate the effectivenesa of the co-operative 
method of doing the work which will be neces- 
sary in the reconstruction period. In particular 
a small group are considering the possibility of 
starting a workers’ co-operative business to 
work on bomb-damage repairs in London. We 
should be interested to hear from men, skilled, 
semi-skilled, or unskilled, who are interested in 
the farmation of such a concern. About £200 
is already available and application for a 
licence will be made. 

If you desire to work on this job (and don’t 
mind getting dirty at it) please write us. State 
your abilities fairly and position with the 
Ministry of Labour and tribunal. Don't offer 
to do the office work, please! If we can’t start 
up now, we may be able ne do so later. But 
write now. Suggestions welcome. 

SEC. | 


Secundus, Wested Farm, Crockenhil!, Kent. 


Ise Socialism” 


alarmed him was the crowding of the 
entire political horizon with 
materialistic objectives. The effect of 
this tendency was to weaken the per- 
ception of and the regard for spiritual 
values, and thus to cause socialists 
to give up the struggle against the 
spiritual evils within the industrial 
system, and indeed to accept them as 
the inevitable concomitants of mass- 
production methods which were 
necessary to the attainment of 
economic security and a high standard 
of living. 


Social consequences 


It is precisely that sense of in- 
evitability which followed the com- 
plete acceptance of the mass-pro- 
duction system, and which has dogged 
the footsteps of the socialist move- 
ment ever since, that has caused the 
degradation of socialism from what 
was essentially a religious faith to a 
ruthless struggle for social security 
and the highest possible standard of 
living. No amount of ‘declaiming 
about brotherhood and _ co-operation 
can save the Labour Party from pur- 
suing a policy of power-politics with 
all that it implies, including total war 
and total peace, so long as it accepts 
modern industrialism jin the interest 


of a big export trade and a high 
standard of living. Indeed at the end 
of that road will be found the 


National Socialist State. 

Although many of us recognized 
over twenty years ago that the con- 
sequences of socialism forsaking its 
spiritual idealism would be highly 
disastrous, it was not then possible to 
see that the horrors of what we now 
know as National Socialism would be 
among them. But it is now clear that 
to accept a system of mass-pro- 
duction, as oa means of capturing 
maximum world markets in the in- 
terest of a. high standard of living, 
involves an endless process of indus- 
trial specialization, the lowering of 
wages, slumps, the tensions of bitter 
international competition, imper alism, 
monopoly, war, total war and finally 
total peace. Given the first demand, 
the rest follows as inevitably as night 
follows day. 

The present programme of the 
Labour Party, its sanctions and com- 
mitments, reveal its spiritual, im- 
potence and its total inability to 
escape from the National Socialist 
goal towards which it is blindly 
moving. The* recognition and the 
acceptance by the Labour Party of 
the fact that the status of nations 
will henceforward be determined by 
man-power and_ machine-power, is 
compelling it willy-nilly to stand in 
with Conservatives, imperialists and 
Big Business, on the major economic 
issues of our time. It still preaches 
peace and brotherhood, but its policies 
are those of power, and its values 
increasingly of money. 


Ends in defeat 


This astonishing decline proves 
that once the right to responsible, 
creative labour goes, every other 
spiritual value tends to go also. The 
“direction” of labour becomes as 
necessary at stage D as was unem- 
ployment insurance at stage B. When 
resistance to the loss of liberty 
becomes threatening, a little mind- 
conditioning by means of State-pro- 
paganda can soon put the matter 
right. 

In the final stage of this decline, 
freedom from want absorbs all the 
higher freedoms: what remains of the 
soul of socialism is then sold for a 
mess of potage. Whereas if spiritual 
freedom had been held on to at all 
costs, it would necessarily have 
carried economic security and 
material sufficiency with it. 

The socialist movement thus ends 
in defeat. But happily the decay and 
defeat are being recognized, and are 
producing an awakening, in which, 
already, there is some promise of 
salvation. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
m it, whether signed or unsigned. da not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it 1a the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisementa 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 
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THE P.P.U. 
LOOKS AHEAD 


AT a Meeting of the National 
+% Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union at Dick Sheppard House, 
London, last week-end, these im- 
portant decisions were taken in re- 
lation to the future work of the 
Union: 
MAURICE ROWNTREE 
MEMORIAL 


It was decided to proceed with the 
purchase of a house at Cranleigh, 
Surrey, to be used as the Maurice 
Rowntree Memorial Conference 
Centre. The house is situated in 
beautiful country and should be 
appreciated as a place for holidays 
too. 

A special Appeal will be launched 
later. It is hoped that members of 
the Society of Friends, as well as 
PPU members, will give their support. 


NEW LONDON BOOKSHOP 
PROJECT 


A decision was taken to transfer 
the present PPU Bookshop from Dick 
Sheppard House to premises in St. 
Martin’s Lane, W.C.2 (near St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields), provided the 
necessary licence can be obtained. It 
is hoped that in this way a wider 
public can be reached with the 
pacifist message, though the bookshop 
will be of a general kind and not only 
pacifist. 

The increased demand for books of 
all kinds suggests that the bookshop, 
in spite of immediate increased costs, 
should soon be self-supporting, Good 
premises, excellently situated, have 
been obtained. 


YOUTH SERVICE TRAINING 
SCHEME 


Finally, the PPU Service Com- 
mittee was encouraged to proceed 
with plans for a Youth Service Train- 
ing Scheme whereby young pacifists 
who have a concern to undertake 
social service work can_ discover, 
through a period of training and 
practical experience, where their true 
vocation lies and be equipped for such 
work. . 

The PPU Rest House at Chelsea is 
available for such an enterprise and 
it is hoped that other bodies concerned 
with the younger COs will give their 
support. A decision will.be taken at a 
later Council meeting, r 

Throughout the week-end Council 
was forward-looking. It is believed 
that there will be wide support in the 
Union for these new ventures. 

P.H.F. 


which it is prepared to 


dissentients. 


“MUST THIS WAR GO ON?” 


Manchester meeting of 500 said “No” 
and only 6 disagreed 


“This meeting of 500 Manchester citizens answers ‘No’ to the question 
‘Must this war go on?’ avd urges the Government to publish the terms on 
1ake peace with Germany and Japan with a view 
to ending the war at th: earliest pcssible moment.” 


RESOLUTION in those words, put to a crowded meeting in 
Manchester last Friday night, was passed with only six 


Copies of the resolution have been forwarded to the Prime 


“Millions” that may 


not mean much 


J NSPIRED statements last week- 
end talked of “hundreds of 
millions of pounds of food’? which are 
said to have gone from British re- 
serves to liberated countries. 
| The report is clearly intended to 
reinforce statements by Mr. Churchill, 
Lord Selborne, and Col. Llewellin that 
Britain’s stocks are now down to an 
irreducible minimum. Yet no real 
figures have been given. 

War Mobilization Director Byrnes 

of USA told President Roosevelt in 
September that Britain had a stock of 
5% millions tons as against a peace- 
time reserve of 14 million tons, and 
suggested that Britain could spare at 
least 2 million tons as the European 
war drew to a close. Sir James Grigg 
said only that we have made “sub- 
stantial contributions” to the total of 
300,000 tons of food so far sent to 
liberated Europe. 
_ A hundred million pounds of food 
is less than 45,000 tons; probably we 
shall not be far wrong if we interpret 
all this to mean that Britain has sent 
only some 100-150,000 tons, and that 
does not bring 5% million tons down to 
anything like a minimum. 


nen $$. 


Woman C.0. becomes F.R.S. 


Mrs. Kathleen Lonsdale, D.Sc., was 
| one of two women among the 20 can- 
didates last week reported to be 
nominated to be Fellows of the Royal 
Society—the highest scientific honour. 
She is an expert in crystal structures. 

In 1948 Kathleen Lonsdale, a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, served 
a sentence of one month’s imprison- 
ment for refusing, on grounds of 
conscience, to~ register for  fire- 
watching. 


Minister, the Foreign Secretary, 
local MPs, and the Press. 

The meeting was arranged by the 
Manchester PPU Region and was 
addressed by Vera Brittain, Stuart 
Morris, and the Rev. A. D. Belden. 

The speakers emphasized the need 
foy understanding the underlying 
causes of war and.for acknowledging 
our responsibility for some of the 
conditions which made war virtually 
inevitable. The aims with which this 
country entered the war were con- 
sidered in some detail, to show that 
none of them ig likely to be achieved 
by the prosecution of the war to “un- 
conditional surrender” and total victory. 

A spontaneous demand that their 
concern should be expressed in the 
form of a resolution came from the 
floor of the meeting, the resolution 
being adopted with enthusiasm. / 

PPU pledge cards were asked for 
by a number of those present at the 
meeting. 
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Alas, so is it everywhere, so will it 
ever be: till the Hodman is dis- 
charged, or reduced to hodbearing: 
and an Architect is hired, and on all 
hands fitly encouraged; till communi- 
ties and individuals discover, not 
without surprise, that fashioning the 
souls of @ generation by Knowledge 
can rank on a level with blowing their 
bodies to pieces by Gunpowder; that 
with Generals and Field-marshals for 
killing, there should be  world- 
honoured dignitaries, and were it 
possible, true God-ordained Priests for 
teaching. But as yet, though the 
Soldier wears openly and even 
parades, his butchering-tool, nowhere, 
far as I have travelled, did the 
Schoolmaster show of his instructing- 
tool: nay, were he to walk abroad 
with birch girt on thigh, as if he 
therefrom expected honour, would 
there mot, among the (idler ‘class, 
perhaps a certain levity be excited? 

—Carlyle, “Sartor Resartus.” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


West Wickham, Kent: individual adviser 
Ernest O. Abrey now 50 Langley Way, West 
Wickham. 

Crewe now covets Northwich. 

Liverpool: sec. now David Morris, 24 Arnold 
St., Liverpool, 8. 

Huddersfield: sec. now W. Edward Bray, 20 
Westfield Ave., Oakes, Huddersfield. (Business 
hours tel.: Holmfirth 195.) 

Northumberland and Durham Regional Sec- 
retary: Frank Gillender now 8a Clavering Rd., 
Swalwell-on-Tyne. 


“POST-WAR CONSCRIPTION 
War Office is ready § >’ ... put youth disapproves 


A RESOLUTION urging the reten- 
*™ tion of conscription in some form 
after the war was carried by a large 
majority at the Conservative Party 
conference at Westminster on Thurs- 
day of last week. In the Commons on 
the same. day, when the Army 
Estimates reached the report stage, 
Conservative MPs urged the same 
view upon Sir James Grigg, Secretary 
for War. 

Sir James said that the decision 
whether compulsory service.should be 
retained was one of major importance, 
and added: 

“When that decision has been made,_ the 
War Office are perfectly ready to produce a 
complete scheme for the post-war Army for 
the consideration of my colleagues. A great 
deal of work has heen done on this on a 
variety of hypotheses, but I do not think it 
is in the least possible for me to make 
declarations on any part of the subject 
before the major decision has been taken.” 


CLASSIFIED 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

LATEST TIME for next 2 issues— 
see front page. 

TERMS: Cash with order. 2d, per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 64. 
extra.) Maximum length: 60 words 
Address for Box No. replicas: Peacc 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN abou’ 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisementa and to limit the fre. 
quency of continuing advertisemgnts. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES available 
in N.W. London apply to Messrs. 
McCraith & Brooks, 44 The Market 
Place. N.W.11. {Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines.) 

MODERN HOUSE WANTED in 

South Tondon up to £2,000, also 
sraall shops in busy areaq Please 
write: T.B.S., 310 Kennington Rd., 
3.E.11. 
5 AM AVAN TO LET. 30 miles Lon- 
don. Paraffin stove. Sink. Water 
close steps. Modern. Accommodate 4. 
Terms. Box 875. : 

C.0. AND WIFE expecting baby 
desperately need house or flat. Any- 
where London. Box 876. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Gust ours for 
her holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all Modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station:. Ambergate; Tel. 
Ambergate 44.) 

SELSEY. Rushmere Guest House. 
Comfortable. Homely, 200 yards from 
sea. From three guineas. 
catered for. Victor Smith (Manager 
for Stephen Stoner & Co. Ltd.). 

SINGLE COUPLE desire accommo- 
detton for one week, July or August, 


North Wales or Lake District. Box 
877. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, R.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. (PRI. 5686.) 

BECKETTS SCHOOL (late of 
Essex) has vacancies for children 
needing special care. Ages 7-14 yrs. 
Apply. Principal, Rigby House, Park- 
fate, Cheshire. 


Groups| - 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
WAR RESISTERS’ International 


would welcome gifta of foreign 
stamps, for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Please send 
to the War Resisters’ International, 


j11 Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


LAMB BRAND Typewriter Ribbons. 
303s. dozen, 18s. 6d. six, 10s, three, 3s 
6d. each, all postage paid. Mentior 
models, colours, P.N. Hardman’s, 1! 
Prospect Place, Preston. 


H. E. G. FERRIS, F.1.Cye.T., for 
New Cycles, Overhauls, Brazing. 
Stove Enamelling, Gear and Whee} 
Specialist. 257 Bath Rd., Hounslow, 
Middx. Tel. HOU 38889. 

BURLS the “conscientious” cycle 
maker for your new cycle, repairs, 
and accessories. 797 Old Kent Rd., 
S.E.15. New Cross 4129. 


PROJECTORS, microscopes, binocu- 
lars, etc., for sale and wanted. Men- 
tion ‘‘Peace News.” Appleton, 141 
Middleham Rd., N.18. 


_CARAVAN FOR SALE: esnug, cosy, 
fZipsy type; car-drawn on rubbers, re- 
decorated, perfect condition; furnished 
~—Tange, curtains, cushione, etc.; 
single berth, sleep two. £150. Com- 
pletely winterproof. ‘‘Littleacre,”’ WL. 
Basildon, Reading. 

A PROGRESSIVE School urgently 
requires desks, forms, tables and all 
equipment. G. Buckland, Brookhouse 
School, Felixstowe. 

z PIANO, STOLLE. Sheila Daherty, 
Gloucester. Send address _ please. 
Stanley Page, 5 Lower Camden, 
Chislehurst. 


LITERATURE, ete, 


_ QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1, 

“LEARN TO SPEAK.” by Florence 
Surffeet, 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d. post free), 
for use with groups or individually. 
Headley Brothers, 109 Kingsway. 
W.C.2. 

BOOKS ON PSYCHOLOGY, phil- 
nsophy, theology, mysticism, liturgi- 
olory, politics, pacifism, fiction etc. 
No callers. Monthly lists 24d. stamp 
Kingdom Books. 51 West Cromwell 
Rd., London, S.W.5. 


“SOCIALISM Is Not Enough". 
(Ifold Rendall); “Destruction ar 
Construction” (Rev. H. J. Dale) 
“Lady Gibb and Tiya  Ehrenburg 
(Ruth Fry); ‘Censorship’; ‘Hom 
for Heroes?’’; Poetry (Ronald Ma. 
lone); “War Guilt”; “Christian R 
presentative Council” 
Field). “Christian Party Newe 


Letter,” 5d. (PN224), 80 Darby Rd. |by a psychologist. 
will be sent to all- enclosing a fee of 
confidence to: Eric, 
16 Cranley Mews, 
Kensington, S.W.7. 

: WILL any experienced land-worker 
Regior | (married) interested in trying to etar! | people) needs Food Reform Cook May. 
small - holding - cum - Youth - Hostel |Interest in children and life of pro- 
communicate. |gressive democratic community essen- 


Oldbury. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
?.P.U. Week-end school, Apr. 14 an: 
'5, ot Nightingale Homes. Grea 


tea inclusive 10s. Speaker: Regina] 
Sorensen, M.P. 

_D.P.U. A.G.M. Apr. 28 and 29, 11 |, We 
dividual tickets 1s, 
apply for tickets through group if i 
touch, otherwise to H.Q., giving nam 
and address, Cash with application. 

NORTHAMPTON BREAKFAST |‘¥-C-1. 


Easter morning, Apr. 1. Lily Butch sive useful advice. 
nvsone Dune ily Butche |" WANTED URGENTLY, 
Help for Guest-House and for catering 
LONDON AREA P.P.U. Annua business on South Coast; full boarc 
General Meeting, Sun., Apr. 8, Deni |204 bed-sitting room provided; suit: 
son House Hall, 296 Vauxhall Bride: {ble for two friends. 
Rd. (nr. Vietoria), 8 p.m.-5 p.m ne deci Tune eat 
Evening session, 5.30-7: Dr. C. A. “COMP ANION.HOUSEKEEPER re.{vice. Duplicating, ete. Mabel Eyles, 
Comfortable 7386 
Box 868. P 


(her swan song!), “Orthodox Pacifisy 
Re-examined.” 


Smith, 'M.A., B.Se.(Econ.) on “The 


Crimean 


don area are invited. 


NORTH LONDON REGION. stit!|Printers of Peace News. 


nterested 


ELDERLY LADY, 
eferences, 


5s. Write 
Stanley, 


‘lucklow, Derbyshire. Sat. tea to Sun Maral etme 


“CCOMPULSORY national service 

“ for young people after the war 
will not be popular, if the result of a 
debate organized by the Cheltenham 
Youth Council Discussion Committee 
is at all representative of the views 
of the youth of the country in 
general.” So said the Gloucestershire 
Echo of Friday last, reporting the 
debate, which took place on the 
Wednesiay. 

A motion that “there should be some 
form ‘of compulsory national service 
for young men and women after the 
war” was defeated by an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 


oe 


The CBCO has now issued a 16-page index 
(6d., by post 7d.) to Volume II of the CBCO 
Bulletin (Nos. 18 to 50) and can also supply 
many of the back bulletins themselves (3d. 
each, postage extra). 


SMALL restaurant supper parties , RESIDENT PORTER wanted at 
Teard/Huxley Group (some of), and} Central London hospital; geod living 
€ of). Nc onditions; £3 per week. Apply 
trings. Bragg, 105a Tulse Hil], S.W.2.: 3.B.C.0. Employment Section, 6 Ends- 
pacifist, good) leigh St., London, W.%.1. 

would take out childre: 7 
orenoon or afternoon as arranged 
(Reginai | Liverpool district. 
ADVICE on any problem is given 
A personal reply 


TEMPORARY GARDENER- 
HANDYMAN (single) wanted by 
small co-educational school, pleasant 
country, 45 miles London. To share 
jwork with one other—April to July 
inclusive. For further details apply: 

Secretary, Fortis Green School, Aspley 
South . 
Guise, Beds. 


FREEMOUNT SCHOOL (co-ed. 35 


tial. Bacton Manor, Hereford. 


sdvertised. 


Soard for 


Conference and World au ireda py. business Indy. 
Peace.” All P.P.U. members in Lon-|™odern home. : 
LINOTYPE operator required by h : 
Trade Union|Cnange in 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

confirm  satisfactors 
Members shou’ |*onditions of employment in all post: 
in douht arc 


ecommended to consult the Centra! : 
6 Endsleigh St.. takers and responsible for gardens 


which will often be able to| 2% livestock. 


SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 
(9125) needs craftsmen especially to 
teach woodwork and to be responsible 
for repairs and maintenance of build- 
ings. Also married couple to be care- 


TEACHER. General subjects. Re- 
Gene quired Summer term. Apply, Becketts 
tT \School, Rigby House, Parkgate, 
Cheshire. 


Write, atatine}] SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
Stephen Stoner 


PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 


84 The Vale, Southgate, N.14. PAL 


C.0. LOOKING FOR progressive 
agricultural maehinery 
world would like responraible position. 


have the Breakfasts in the Church|house; good wages for the right man. Keen, energetic, and experlenced with 


Parlour, Edmonton 


Church, Knights Lane, N.9. from 9|Manor-road, London, 


+ ‘ STAmford Hill 2943.) 
o’clock each last Sunday in the month WANTED, GOGD COWMAN. Take 


charge T.T. attested herd. 
Good wages. 


Kenneth Woodroofe is to address us 
on Mar. 25. 


“CHRISTIAN RECONSTRUCTION |farm work. Gor 3 
in Europe.” Rev. Ronald Allen, M.C.|Electricity. Milking machine. 
Prothero, Stonehouse, Glos. : He 

SLYNE LODGE, SLYNE, nr. Lan-|tered clerical work, desires position of 
but growing schoo}|truet with progressive business firm. 


Caxton Hall. Westminster, Tues. 
Mar. 27. at 5.30 p.m, Admission free 


National Peace Couneil. caster, 


Independent Apply Clifford Printing Soaee: most modern farm machinery. Be 


863. 
DUPLICATING — TYPEWRITING. 
General|Prompt service. Expert work. Terms 


Cottage.|moderate. 1 Lower Church Rd., Rich- 


Apply,|mond, Surrey. 2 
CHRISTIAN PACIFIST (22) regis- 


WILLIAM BUSCH. Memorial Con-|community run on the lines of A. S. Further particulars Box 879. 


cert of his compositions. Cowdray 


Neill, requires resident staff, teaching 


NEW AUTHORS—manuscripta re- 


i i i i i d markets suggested. 
Hall. H. +t 5 back of D domestic. Any combination, but maths.. vised, | typed, an 7 rest 
H. ean Race hee 8 mena science, commercial subjects and cook|Criticism of short stories a speciality. 


Sinclair Logan: Rene Soames; Flo- specially — needed. : 
rence Hooton: Tom Bromley; Eliza-|2"d salary required. 


beth Poston; Zorian Quartet; Londor 
Relgian Piano Quartet. 


beck St., W.1 (WEL. 1258). 


PERSONAL 


Southwell, 


Shorthand-Typist ur-lsington. 
gently needed for the Industrial and|p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro 


State particulars|shilling per thousand words. Just 
5 Secretary. aend it to us, we will do the rest. 
WANTED, reliable baker-roundsman| Box 880. 

Tickets 32 |who would be able to undertake cer-| ——- 


from Musician Culture Ltd., 53 Wel-j{#in amount of confectionery. 
board wages. 
Bakery. Lockerley, nr. Romsey. 

PART-TIME 


Trade 
The MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Kev. 
Lectures every Tuesday, 7 


Social Order Council of the Society of|ductions. Consultations all problema 


CONTACT 
CLUB. 


CORRESPONDENCE | Friends. 


A satisfactory medium fa |experience. time available, age, salary 


Write with particulars of! Western 8935. 


FOUNTAIN PENS: all makes re 


those desiring congenial pen-friene |required to Secretary, I. & S.O. Coun- paired, quick service. 25% diseoym 


ships: Particulars, stamp. Secy.. PN |cil. Friends’ 


19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff.'’N.W.1. 


Euston Rd. Jaffered to agents. Write: T.B.S., 31¢ 


Kennington Rd., S.B.11. 


4—PEACE NEWS, March 23, 1945 


ANARCHISTS WILL 
BE SENT FOR 
TRIAL: 


YPHE four leading members of 
‘“ Freedom Press, anarchist pub- 
lishers, who are charged with being 
in possession of documents the dis- 
semination of which might cause 
disaffection in the Services, were 
remanded on bail at Marylebone 
police-court last Friday. 


When they appear again today 
(Friday) they will be formally com- 
mitted for trial. 


Their defence is one of the main 
objects of the Freedom Press Defence 
Committee, the formation of which 
we reported a fortnight ago. Its 
other aims are: 


To protest against any auch attacks on the 
freedom of speech and publication; and 


To organize a Defence Fund to cover the 
Jegal expenses of the accused and the Com- 
mittee’s own expenses. 


The chairman is Herbert Read and 
the secretary Ethel Mannin; Fenner 
Brockway and Patrick Figgis have 
agreed to become vice-chairmen; the 
treasurer is S. Watson Taylor. The 
committce’s address is 17 St. George 
St. (second floor), Hanover Square, 
London, W.1. 


Post-war task for 
pacifists 


“The men to whom we shall have to talk, in 
the post-war period,” said Roy Walker, speak- 
ing at Liverpool recently, ‘‘will be deeply dis- 
illusioned with war, politics, and their fellows. 
To them we shall appear as men who have 
dodged the fighting and they will be justified 
in this judgment by the poverty of our sacri- 
fices for peace.” 


“Pacifism requires us to he hard-working 
groups of people whose vision, constantly re- 
born, activates all our actions. We have a 
responsibility for the outcasts of society and 
through disinterested service to them we may 
bridge the gap between us and our despairing 
fellows.”" The next 10 years were crucial for 
the peace movement, went on Roy Walker, and 
would determine whether it could make a clear 
stand for moral principles or accept defeat. 


Roy Walker was speaking at the last of a 
series of meetings organized by the Merseyside 
Pacifist Joint Committee to deal with the 
coming peace and the task of pacifists in it. 
At the first two meetings Dr. Charles Brunton 
apoke on ‘'The Peace We Want,” and Alun 
Williams on ‘‘The Peace We Shall Get.’ Both 
speakers stressed the impermanent nature of 
athe peace and the material and moral chaos of 
Europe. Kenneth Robinson, speaking at the 
third meeting, said that it was through an 
appreciation of the twofold Christian duty to 
man and State that the evil of totalitarianism 
could be avoided. 


ANGLO-RUSSIAN PRETENCE 


*“OBSERVER’. CONTINUED 


in either army which would make it 
possible for them to impose inhuman 
measures on the German people for 
long. 


What I fear is the delay involved in 
readjusting an unimaginative and in- 
elastic plan to human needs—such 
delay as has already been apparent in 
getting UNRRA to work; such delay 
as occurred in the retention of the 
food-blockade on Germany for eight 
unnecessary and poisonous months at 
the end of the last war. 


What Europe needs 


TLorD TEMPLEWOOD, from whom 
we have now learned to expect 
words of imagination, said recently: 
“Unless we make a swift and united effort, 
Hitler, although broken in the military field, 
will win in the civil. His will be the last 
victory, the victory that counts, the victory of 
destruction. 


“We need for Europe a Supreme Commander, 
an economic Eisenhower, and an Economic 
General Staff. Unless we can immediately 
ensure food and transport for Europe, Hitler, 
in this war of destruction, will have won the 
first critical battle. 


“Unless we could get a European personality 
of the calibre of the late Dr. Nansen to push 
relief questions—the machine of Allied admini- 
stration is now so complicated and the demand 
on it so great—relief would continue to arrive 
too little and too late.” 


Tt is quite impossible to exaggerate 
the urgency of the situation, or the 
immeasurable danger of delay in 
meeting it. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Churchill still controls British policy, 
and I have been forced to the con- 
clusion that Mr. Churchill’s mind is 
incapable of conceiving the magnitude 
of the disaster that overhangs Europe. 


Democracy under Russia 
So much for Western Europe. In 
Eastern Germany it is another 
story. There the present process of 
material destruction is not compar- 
able with what is being inflicted in 
the West. But in the East policies 


have been decided which would be re- 
garded as horrifying in the West— 


the expulsion. of millions of people 


from their ancestral homes. Such 
policies would be impossible in the 
West, simply because a democratic 
army could not be relied on to carry 
them through. 

That shows that there is a gulf 
between Anglo-Saxon and Russian 
political morality. The Russians may 
be the realists; the Anglo-Saxons the 


sentimentalists. I make no judgment. 
But the difference ought not to be 
ignored or glozed over by abstract 
words. 

The chief of the abstract words em- 
ployed for the purpose is Democracy. 
Russia and the Western Powers 
agreed that the interim governmenis 
in the liberated countries should be 
formed on a broad democratic basis 
pending elections. What has hap- 
pened since Yalta? Nothing has yet 
been done to broaden the basis of the 
Government in Poland. On the con- 
trary, M. Mikolajezyk is now de- 
nounced by the Lublin Poles as a 
traitor with whom collaboration is 
impossible. 

In Rumania a not very broad-based 
government has been replaced by one 
far narrower, under Communist con- 
trol. M. Vyshinsky was sent from 
Moscow to do the job, and the former 
Premier, Gen. Radescu, has sought 
refuge in the British Embassy. That 
is all we know. A strict censorship 
has been imposed on all news. 


Turkey’s fears 


TTURKEY is being subjected to a 

stream of hostile propoganda from 
Moscow. The two main charges 
against her are that her conduct 
during the war has been equivocal and 
that she is not “democratic,” The 
Turks (who tried to be optimistic 
after Yalta) are universally con- 
vineed that the real cause of the heat 
is their alliance with Britain (The 
Times, Mar. 15). It will not do to 
dismiss this opinion as groundless. It 
corresponds to reality. Yalta, so far, 
is mere words. There is no evidence 
yet that it imports any effective 
change in Russian policy. 

That is not to accuse the Russians 
of bad faith. They may genuinely 
believe that “democracy” exists only 
where a country is Communist-con- 
trolled. But when the word on which 
the Big Three agreement is based is 
liable to diametrically opposite inter- 
pretation, the agreement itself is 
illusory. 


Stop pretending 


V THY should we deceive ourselves? 

Because I believe that genuine 
agreement between Russia and 
Britain is highly desirable (as I do) 
must I pretend that it exists, or is 
probable? It has always seemed clear 
to me that where ideological differ- 
ences are so profound and _ political 
interests so conflicting, as they are 


Federation would end world-anarchy 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


(to use words beloved of statesmen 
when speaking of the nation) are 
menaced by other elements in society, 
But individuals and groups have been 
deprived of both the right and the 
power of self-defence, and the State 
has become the common custodian of 
the interests of all its members. 


In the light of this development 
Mr. Lowes Dickinson pleaded for a 
similar development from anarchy to 
order in inter-State relationships; and 
the book therefore ends with a piea 
for some form of Federalism as the 
only rational substitute for ‘The 
European Anarchy.” 


x 


qT" is here that the Dumbarton Oaks 

proposals—like the articles of the 
League Covenant—are inadequate; 
for they leave every State stil] free 
to play the anarchist, except in so far 
as they place the smaller States under 
the dominance of the “Big Three” (or 
Five), and they leave the destinies of 
mankind in the hands of a military 
alliance responsible to no-one but 
itself. But it was precisely this 
element of unqualified State 
sovereignty which created the diffi- 
culties on which the League of 
Nations foundered and which paved 
the way for world-war number two. 


It is obvious therefore that the only 
eure for “The European Anarchy” 
(which has now become a world- 
anarchy) lies in the extension of the 
federal principle; for under a federa- 
tion the sovereignty of the several 
nations is curbed and qualified, and 
their common interests are merged 
under a_ supra-national authority, 
while at the same time they retain to 
the full their self-determination in 
all that concerns their purely internal 
affairs. 


T would be absurd at present to try 
and forecast the exact form that a 
federated world-order must ultimately 
take; for what the international situ- 
ation. will be when hostilities cease, no 
one can say. But at least we can 
cherish and seek to popularize the 
federal idea and think towards its 
realization in some form. 


It is of course idle to imagine that 
it can be imposed as a ready-made 
scheme upon nations seething with 
war-time passions and bitter hatreds; 
but it may be possible to introduce it 
piecemeal through the pooling of 
various functional (chiefly economic) 
activities which the exigencies of war 
are already forcing upon the Allies. 


The final article in this 
series, by 
Ww. B. CURRY, 


will appear next week 


For instance, it has been announced 
that stocks of food are being made 
ready and the necessary transport 
arranged for succouring the starving 
populations of Europe at the earliest 
possible moment after hostilities 
cease; and the commission in charge 
of this service will be but one of a 
considerable number of commissions 
which will take charge of the Euro- 
pean scene immediately the fighting 
ends, 

In other words, common _inter- 
national action will be inevitable if 
displaced populations are to be re- 
patriated, if the monetary systems of 
the various States are to be adjusted 
and stabilized, if transport is to be 
rationally organized, if the disarma- 
ment of enemy States is to be properly 


supervised, if natural resources are to 
be utilized for the rebuilding of a 
shattered civilization, and if number- 
less other necessary tasks are to be 
successfully carried through. 

But under stress of these immediate 
needs, the several nations will per- 
force surrender much of their present 
“sovereign independence” to the new 
international commissions which must 
be set up to execute the tasks indi- 
cated above; and the creation of a 
federation or of a series of regional 
federations would come as a logical 
climax to this pooling of sovereign 
powers. For it would merely give 
formal political expression to what 
was already a functional fact. 

In the first instance, the nations 
need make no explicit surrender of 
their respective “sovereignties”; they 
could all keep their flags flying and 
continue to foster the illusions of ex- 
clusive nationalism, But, in fact if 
not in name, they would delegate cer- 
tain specified sovereign rights to a 
supra-national authority; and’ this 
authority would then, in due course, 
become a federal government to which 
could be transferred—one after an- 
other—those powers and functions 
which, hitherto in the hands of the 
separate. States, have been such a 
prolific source of the crises which lead 
to war. 

* 


JREDERALISM then is the only 

device which goes to the root of 
the world’s international troubles on 
the political side; for it alone deals 
with the real menace to world-pzace, 
which is national sovereignty. More- 
over, Federalism is in Harmony with 
the divine order of life; for—in the 
international realm—it solves the age- 
long problem of ‘the one and the 
many” by conserving the-specific cul- 
ture of each federating State in the 
context of a political unity which 
includes them all, 


between Russia and Britain, no good 
could come of concealing them. The 
attempt to do so does not diminish, 
but increases suspicion. 

As between Britain and Russia 
there has been a struggle for power, 
which Britain has irrevocably lost. 
The so-called agreements between 
Russia and Britain merely amount to 
a face-saving pretence that Britain 
has not lost. ‘Look, we agree that 
Europe shall be democratic.” That is 
tommy-rot. 

“Look, we agree about Dumbarton 
Oaks.” More tommy-rot 

Russia knows what she wants, has 
the power to get it, and is determined 
to do so. Britain has not, and never 
will have, the power to deny her. The 
sooner we put that in our cigars and 
smoke it, the better. That honest 
admission may save the next genera- 
tion of Englishmen from being offered 
up in another senseless hecatomb in 
a “righteous” war against Russia. If 
we learn to behave with the modesty 
and circumspection that is appro- 
priate to our new status as a second- 
class Power, if we cease to waste our 
manhood and our energies in the 
futile bombast of a would-be Great 
Power, but devote them to putting our 
own house in some sort of human 
order, We may preserve some few of 
the values and liberties we prize.. But 
that will be in spite of Churchill, not 
because of him: and it will happen in 
the precise degree to which his 
policies are rejected. 


The official didn’t know 


When Charis J. Varney appeared at Sutton 
police court on Mar. 15, charged with failing 
to comply with hia condition of exemption as a 
CO, the s j'cilor for the defence (Mr. Gordon 
Muirhead; asked the National Service Officer 
in cross-examination whether he knew what 
work the defendant was doing. 


Upon the National Service Officer admitting 
that he did not, Mr. Muirhead argued that # 
was not proved beyond doubt that Charles 
Varney had in fact broken the law. 


Evidence was put forward to show that the 
defendant had been consistent in his attitude 
as an “‘absolutist’’ over a long period of years 
and this, it was argued, justified the claim that 
he had “reasonable excuse” for any failure to 
comply with his condition of exemption. 

But the bench*found the CO guilty and he 
was fined £5. He refused to pay, choosing the 
alternative of one month’s imprisonment. 
Later, however, the fine was paid by a friend. 
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A. G. M. TICKETS 


The price of individual members’ tickets for 
the PPU annual general meeting is 1s. In an 
advertisement last week this figure was 
wrongly given as 7s., owing to a typographical, 
error which was corrected after the first few 
thousand copies had been printed. 
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ESSENTIAL OIL 
OF GARLIC 


Universal Purifier 


Famous in history for 5000 years asa 
remedy for many common ills, this 
powerful natural healing agent is 
now deodorised and ‘civilised ’’ for 
the use of all in 


ALLYSOL 


LIQUID, TABLETS, OINTMENT 
which impart no taint whatever to 
the breath or person. 

For Rheumatism, Catarrh, Gastric and 
Duodenal Ulcers, Colitis, Worms, 
Varicose veins, Eczema, Chilblains, etc. 


Send stamps Sd. for Two 20-page booklets 
of Lile-conserving information. 
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